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Stained Glass Windows

The front of the church above the sanctuary 
entrance shows the exterior of the main 

stained glass window. 
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At the time the sanctuary and chapel were built, it was not an 
oversight of the Building Committee that more pleasing glass was 
not used in the widows as these items had to be sacrificed in order 
for the total building program to be realized. In 1970, enough interest 
among the membership resulted in a request for Willet Stained Glass 
Studios of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania to present a proposal to 
replace the inadequate windows. In 1973, the Administrative Board 
appointed a Window Committee to pursue the window project. The 
installation of the windows was completed October 4, 1973 and the 
dedication program was conducted by the District Superintendent, 
Dr. George Naff, Jr. on November 18, 1973. There is a brass plaque 
is below each window showing the generous benefactors of the 
window.

Condensed from “The People’s History of 
Broadway United Methodist Church” Pub. 1984

The stained-glass windows of  Broadway United Methodist Church were 
designed and executed by the  Willet Stained Glass Studios of Philadelphia 
and were carried out in a technique which consists of brilliantly colored glass, 
usually an inch in thickness, but up to two or more inches for special effects, 
cut to desired size. 

The inner surface of certain pieces is then chipped to enhance the design and 
add a jewel-like quality. Epoxy poured around the carefully arranged pieces 
of glass holds them in place to form a structural unit of great strength. It is the 
thickness of the glass which assures the breathtaking radiance and complete 
purity of color which are the outstanding characteristics of the medium..

 Interior View of the Facade Window

The facade window  rises above the balcony. The Holy Spirit descends in the 
form of a dove. Rays of light spread out from this center symbolizing the 
Church's influence in the community. Near the bottom the two Sacraments 
are symbolized. On the lower left the seashell pours the water of Baptism over 
fish, ancient symbol of Christians. On the lower right we find wheat 
and grapes, which are the natural forms of the bread and wine of 
Communion.
On a morning when the sun is shining bright, this main window 
comes alive with unique colors, casting its glow upon the entire 
sanctuary.
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STAINED GLASS
Stained glass is an art form that was used to add beauty 
and communicate to church congregants during the 
medieval period from the end of the 5th century to the 
start of the Early Modern period in 1485.

People were illiterate during this period. Stained glass 
windows enhanced worship and learning. Churches were 
the center for all religious, social and civic activity. Stained 
glass served to tell a story about Jesus' life and biblical 
events. 

Cathedrals in Europe have wonderful stained glass that 
goes back to the era of the Roman Empire. The Great 
Cathedrals have massive entry doors with painted scenes 
depicting Bible events.

During the second World War, Hitler ordered Nazi troops  
to break stained glass windows, pillage, steal valuable art, 
jewels, fixtures and burn churches and cathedrals. To 
protect the stained glass,a cathedral in Germany 
disassembled and moved stained glass windows and hid 
them in mountain caves. After the war, the stained glass 
windows were re-installed in the cathedrals. “The 
Monuments Men” movie was loosely based on this story.
                                                                     –Jerry Mitchell
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Windows found on the stairwell leading up to the Balcony.

People are like Stained-glass windows.

They sparkle and shine when the

sun is out, yet when the

darkness sets in,  their true beauty is

revealed only if there is

a light from within.
Elizabeth Kubler-Ross
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There are four triple panel windows along the side of the sanctuary  
The story told by these windows reads from left to right, panel by 
panel and so begins  at the panel nearest the back of the sanctuary.

The panels in the first window, shown above, illustrate three stories 
from the Old Testament.
In the left panel the hand of God is shown extending in giving 
toward the newly created Earth. Sun, Moon and Stars are in the 
sky. Birds fly above and fish swim below. Man enjoys the fertile 
land.
In the center panel Abraham is about to sacrifice his son, Isaac, 
on the funeral pyre when an angel stays his knife.
The right panel shows a cherubim sealing the lips of the prophet 
Isaiah with a coal from the altar of sacrifice. The prophet's vision 
of the LORD  treading the grapes in the winepress is in a vignette 
above.
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Additional Window Panels
Windows found on either side of the Narthex.

Windows found on either side of the Balcony.
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            Prayer and Teaching

In the prayer panel (on the left), prayer is represented by 
folded hands and a smoking censor.
On the right, the teaching panel contains a lighted lamp, 
traditional symbol of learning combined with an open 
book.
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Stories about Jesus' life begin in the panels of the second window. 
In the left panel Mary and Joseph bend over the Christ child under 
the rays of the star of Bethlehem.
In the center panel Jesus at the age of twelve is seen in the Temple 
surrounded by the doctors with scrolls who are answering His 
questions. 
In the right panel Jesus’ ministry begins when He calls Peter and 
Andrew to leave their fish nets and follow Him to become fishers of 
men.



6

The panels in the third window illustrate three incidents in Jesus' 
ministry.
In the left panel He is restoring sight to a blind man.
In the center panel Jesus is shown seated above His listeners 
preaching the Sermon on the Mount.
In the right panel a boy shares his lunch of five loaves and two fish 
which Jesus miraculously multiplies to feed five thousand people.
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Marriage and Preaching

In the marriage panel (on the left) the symbol  for marriage is two lamps 
with entwined flames, representing two individuals combining into one 
household. Jars in the lower part of the panel refer to Jesus changing 
water into wine at the marriage feast at Cana.
The preaching panel  (on the right) features a chi rho, the traditional 
monogram for Jesus Christ. Above it is a hand raised in benediction. 
Sheep approach at the bottom reminiscent of Jesus' charge to Peter, 
"Feed my sheep."
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There are three side windows in the chapel—each with two panels. Each 
of these six panels symbolizes a use of  either  the chapel  or sanctuary. 
In the order they appear from left to right these are Baptism and 
Communion, Marriage and Preaching and Prayer and Teaching.

Baptism and Communion

In the baptism panel (on the left) the dove of  the Holy Spirit descends as 
it did at Christ's baptism. The seashell pours the water. 
In the Communion panel (on the right), Communion elements are 
represented by grapes and wheat and are also represented by the 
cup and wafers of bread.
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The fourth window shows Christ's Passion and Resurrection. 
The left panel shows the Last Supper where He blesses the ritual 
foods of bread and wine and distributes them to His Apostles as His 
body and blood. 
In the center panel He is shown on the cross. The sun and moon are 
included as a symbol that the sun darkened at noon on that day and 
as the moon derives all its light from the sun it darkened also. 
In the right panel Christ steps from the empty tomb bearing the banner of 
the victory of life over sin and death.
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In the wall of the passage between the church and the chapel is a window 
illuminated by light from the atrium (elevator lobby).

This  two panel window shows Mary anointing Jesus' feet when He 
stopped at Bethany before entering Jerusalem for the last time. Judas, 
seen in the right panel, commented that a better use of the money would 
have been to help the poor, but Jesus championed her saying she had 
anointed Him for His burial.

There is a fifth window visible on the outside of the 
building that is hidden from view in the sanctuary 
because it is inside of the Sacristy. So that all the 
windows present a uniform appearance from outside 
the building, the panels on the fifth window are filled 
with faceted glass in an abstract pattern with no 
subject.
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The Main Chapel Window

The large back window of the chapel is similar to the facade window of 
the  sanctuary in that it  also shows in the four highest panels the 
descending dove of the Holy Spirit. Added to this one in the lower panels 
is the burning bush in which Moses saw God.


